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And as it was the article of his faith which lay closest to his
bosom, his love of woman tended to loom more largely in his
consciousness than did the less peculiar elements of his creed*
Love became the corner stone of the whole fabric of chivalry.
The chansons de gestes passed into the romances of a Chretien
de Troyes; and in them, the love of woman was the cause and
not the consequence of devotion to God and to king.

Qui fist Lancelot et Artus
Ea armes si aventureux,
Tristan, Percheval et Pontus,
Sinon qu'ilz furent amoureux?

But, theoretically, it was love more like Dante's for Beatrice
than Petrarch's for Laura. The pattern knight was he whose
days were solemnly devoted to unselfish service for his church,
his country, or his love. He was vowed to absolute renuncia-
tion of all merely personal desire in the pursuit of his hazardous
quest. The superhuman exaltation of the ideal transfigured
every circumstance connected with it. The love of woman
was a state of mystic adoration removed entirely from the
attractions of the flesh* The worshipper was a Sir Galahad,
a maiden knight to whom is given such hope he knows not
fear, whose strength is as the strength of ten because his heart
is pure. A love like this has become a ritual, and expresses itself
in social behaviour with an elaborate etiquette of courtesy in
word and deed. Mediaeval romance depicts an ideal world of
which each element is occasioned by the ideal of chivalry. It
is a world of prouesse and courtesie. Its heroes are without fear
and without reproach. They are initiated in courtly forms of
service in the lady's bower, until with manhood they lay their
heart before the lady of their choice, and from thenceforward
their lives are dedicated to proofs of their worthiness by
facing unprecedented trials and overcoming incredible obstacles
in the uttermost parts of the earth. That is why the mediaeval
love-story is perforce a story of adventure. Its wooing follows
elaborately prescribed formalities, and its quests penetrate